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Pastoral Notes / Prayer 

Points 
❖ NEW OFFICE HOURS FOR 

CARPENTARIA OFFICE AS OF 
1 JULY – Office will open 9.00-
3.30pm from Mon-Fri (NEW 
OFFICE NO - 0459 544 507) 

❖ Christy will be at Jensen on 
Sun, 15 Sept at 9am service 

❖ Robyn on leave from 5 Sept to 
7 Oct 

❖ Registration NOW OPEN for 
Presbytery Meeting at Mount 
Louise Community Church in 
Townsville on Fri, 1 Nov to 
Sun, 3 Nov 

❖ To subscribe to Uniting News: 
Click the link here and add 
your details. 

Presbytery Office NEW 

Postal Address 
  PO Box 6071 

Mackay MC Qld 4741 
 

NEW NO: 0459 544 507 
 

NEW Office Hours 
Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 
9.00am-3.30pm 
 

Executive Assistant 
Ana Mila 
NEW OFFICE NO: 0459 544 507 

office@ucacarpentaria.com.au 

 

Presbytery Minister Rural & 
Chairperson 
Rev Garry Hardingham 

0409 276 940 
presminrural@ucacarpentaria.com.au 
 

Presbytery Minister Pastoral & Coastal 
Rev Christy Allen 

0418 184 834 

presmincoastal@ucacarpentaria.com.au  
 

Presbytery Administrator 
Robyn Cooley 

0429 195 506 
admin@ucacarpentaria.com.au 

Registration Link for Presbytery 

Meeting – 1-3 November 2024 

https://www.ucacarpentaria.com.au/event

s/event2323.php 

Registrations must be finalised by Friday 25th 

October (to allow for catering preparation) 

If you have any queries, please contact Ana at the 

Presbytery office. 
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 Carpentaria News...  

 

DATE CLAIMERS 

 

● 5th September – 7th October – Robyn on leave 

● 1st July - 31st October – Garry Hardingham’s final annual leave and LSL before final day as 
Presbytery Minister Rural 

● 18th-19th October – Presbytery Officer Bearers and Synod Officer gathering in Brisbane 

● 30th October – Calvary Zone meeting at Cairns Emmanuel UCA 

● 1st November – Convocation for Ministry Agents at Mount Louisa CC, Townsville 

● 1st - 3rd November – Presbytery Meeting 2 at Mount Louisa CC, Townsville 

● 4th - 7th November – Presbytery Leadership Team Strategic Meeting in Townsville 

Houses for Thursday Island were on the Barge last Sat and have arrived in TI 
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Carpentaria Presbytery Meeting on 1-3 Nov 2024 – REGISTER NOW 

Our next Presbytery meeting to be held 1st to 3rd November 2024. It is always a great time of fellowship 
with the sharing of not only reports and necessary business but of the stories of what is happening across 
our vast Presbytery.  This meeting is for both Ministry Agents and lay reps from each congregation along 
with Ministry Agents who are in placements in other roles eg: chaplaincy. 
 
Our November Presbytery meeting will be held at the Mount Louisa Community Church, 485 Bayswater 
Road, Mount Louisa and will begin with a BBQ dinner for all delegates at 6:00 pm on Friday 1st Novem-
ber. Opening Worship will follow at 7:00pm and will be the conclusion of Ministry for Rev Garry Har-
dingham. Supper will follow this service. 

If you are attending Presbytery and you reside outside of Townsville, you will need to organize your own 
accommodation (source, book and pay). (Accommodation list available from Ana at 
office@ucacarpentaria.com.au) You should then be able to seek reimbursement from your relevant entity 
(congregation, faith community, Uniting Care etc, unless they pay for it at the time of booking. Breakfasts 
too, are your own responsibility. Registration is $90/person.  As in recent times each congregation 
& agency will be invoiced $120 for Travel equalisation per entity. 

Please forward this info to your Presbytery Rep (2 per congregation, including Ministry Agent). 

Everyone attending the Presbytery meeting will need to register via the link below.  This is 
necessary for Catering and administration purposes.   
 

https://www.ucacarpentaria.com.au/events/event2323.php 

Registrations must be finalised by Friday 25th October (to allow for catering preparation) 

 
Moderator’s Regional Convocation on 1 Nov 2024 – REGISTER NOW 

 
The Uniting Church in Australia Queensland Synod recognises the importance of providing a safe and 
flourishing ministry environment and that personal mental health and wellbeing is vital to being able to ef-
fectively serve in ministry. 
 
The Moderator’s Regional Convocations - “Drinking from the Well” aim to provide 3 opportunities in re-
gional locations across the Qld Synod for Ministry Agents and other leaders serving on councils and com-
mittees across the life of the Church.  
 
This will be a retreat style experience to re-centre yourself with God, gather in community and share some 
tools and resources that will assist you in better looking after your wellbeing in the ministry. 
 
An opportunity for those in Specified Ministry in the UCA to gather in community and be encouraged in 
their call. 
 
Venue: Mount Louisa Community Church, 485 Bayswater Road, Mt Louisa QLD 
 
Date:  Friday 1st November 2024 
 
Times:  9:00am – 4:30pm (approx.) 
 
Cost:  This will be a free event with morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea provided 
 

Register here: https://www.trybooking.com/CUXXI 
 
Please RSVP via the registration link by Friday 18th October 2024 
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Stand with PACIFIC WOMEN 

 
Pacific women are building a movement for dignity and equality 
 
For more than a decade now, we've been supporting Pacific women to build a movement for gender 
equality across our region. Christian women leaders and changemakers have begun to break down the 
barriers that prevented them from becoming decision makers in their churches, schools, governments and 
communities. 
 
It's vital work. In a region that has some of the highest rates of violence against women and children, and 
lowest levels of political representation of women in the world, access to leadership opportunities and seats 
at the tables of power ensures women's voices are heard and acted on. But there's a long way to go. 
 
The slow progress on gender equality in the Pacific tells us that we can’t just sit back and wait for 
change to happen. We need to resource and empower women leaders and changemakers now. 
Meet some of the Pacific women making change with your support. Meet some of the Pacific 
women making change with your support. 
 
Now more than ever we need to stand with Pacific women and help resource their movement. Through this 
appeal we aim to raise $90,000 to support our partners faithfully progressing gender equality through 
church networks in Fiji, Solomon Islands, Kiribati, Vanuatu and Tuvalu. 
 
Your support will go a long way through the love and determination of Pacific women leaders 
making powerful change. Please give generously and support UnitingWorld’s Spring Campaign 

here. 
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From The Word for Today... 

Choose the right attitude 

‘Think on these things … and the God of peace shall be with you.’ Philippians 4:8-9 KJV 
 
An author writes: ‘Columbia researcher Sheena Lyengar has found that the average person makes about 
seventy conscious decisions every day. That’s 25,550 decisions a year. Over seventy years, that’s 
1,788,500 decisions. Albert Camus said, “Life is a sum of all your choices.” You put all those 1,788,500 
choices together, that’s who you are.  
 
Victor Frankl was a brilliant doctor whom the Nazis imprisoned in a concentration camp. They took away 
his livelihood, confiscated his possessions, mocked his dignity, and killed his family. They locked him in a 
cell with no way out… But he found a door that his guards did not know about: “Everything can be taken 
from a man but one thing: the last of the human freedoms—to choose one’s attitude in any given set of cir-
cumstances, to choose one’s own way.” He found that when his circumstances had closed every outer 
door to him, they revealed to him the doors that matter far more—the doors through which a soul can leave 
fear and enter into courage, leave hatred and enter into forgiveness, leave ignorance and enter into learn-
ing. He discovered that his guards were actually far more imprisoned—by cruelty and ignorance and fool-
ish obedience to barbarism—than he was imprisoned by walls and barbed wire. Some people learn this 
and become free; some never see it and live their lives as prisoners.’ 
 
The difference is in the door you choose or the attitude you choose. That’s why Paul writes: ‘Finally, breth-
ren, whatsoever things are true, … honest, … just, … pure, … lovely, … of good report, … think on these 
things’ (Philippians 4:8). Today, choose the right attitude! 
 
(Reflection from vision.org.au website – The Word for Today reading, 11 September 2024) The Word for Today is 
authored by Bob and Debby Gass and published under licence from UCB International Copyright 2024 
 

 
 

 

 


